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composed of two elements: in the first place, the utterly
demoralised regiments of the old royal army wearing the
white coat of the House of Bourbon; and, secondly, the
new National Guard of the Revolution. Carnot recognised
that these two elements must be blended into one ; and out
of their combination he formed a body of demi-brigades
which was the embryo of the popular army; a democratic
army, founded on the principle that any member of it
might, with luck, rise to occupy the highest commands;
and thus men of talent, like Hoche, did actually rise from
the ranks. Afterwards, under the Directory, the main
features of the new Army were stereotyped ; and the manner
in which the idea of universal service was now restricted and
perverted had an important significance for the French
bourgeoisie. The new Conscription Law declared that
every Frenchman should be liable for military service, but
that a man might purchase exemption from this obligation,
on condition of furnishing a substitute (remplacant}. This
gave rise among the oriental section of the citizen-body to
the noble profession of " soul-sellers " (as they were called
in our Alsace), who conducted this traffic in human flesh.

" Such an immoral system was bound to re-act upon the
character of the Army and of the whole nation, but no system
could be better adapted to serve a policy of pure conquest.
When Napoleon became a Dictator, he recognised that no
army could be more convenient for his purpose. A national
army of this type cannot be overthrown, because its losses
can always be made good. On the other hand, such an army
must lack almost entirely the moral force of a genuine national
army, founded on a system of genuine universal service.
The mass of the French Army was drawn from the lower
classes of the population. The more substantial men could
purchase exemption from military service; and the social
class which could influence public opinion through the
newspapers was only represented in the Army by the officers.
Hence, in the Napoleonic era, among the educated classes in
France, Chauvinism grew to be an obsession; the enthusiasm